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Director's Letter – Fall 2015

By Dick Myers

Well, after a great trip to the USS Kidd
in Baton Rouge, now we are heading north to
New York. I don’t know if the events or tours
will be good, but with Michael Urato hosting, I
expect the food to be superb.
At our business meeting in September I
reported as treasurer that our funds were
getting a little low due to losses in member
numbers. The members voted to increase the
dues starting in 2016 to $20.00. As a result of
that report at the board meeting, I have
received two major donations from members
who I will not name but they are
appreciated. At the meeting there was a feeling
that we should continue to contribute to the Tin
Can Sailors and to the USS Kidd, but the funds
were not available. Due to these unexpected
contributions, I have donated $200.00 to each
of these worthy organizations.
Hope to see you all in Goshen, NY.

Dick

Director’s Winter Letter

By Dennis Holt

A personal thanks to all who attended
the 2015 Reunion in Baton Rouge.
While the turnout was slightly less than
Washington, DC, I know all who attended had
an informative, as well as a good, time…
including the 2 hour complementary happy
hour in the hotel lounge every evening …
I, too, would like to thank Deborah
Redman for graciously being our memorial bell
ringer… as well as those who made donations
to our reserves for future expenses and
events…
Till me meet again in Goshen, stay
healthy, and have fun along the way.

Dennis
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Financial Report – End of
2015

By Dick Myers

At the end of 2015 we have slightly over
$2,000.00. All bills are paid, including the
recent contributions to the USS Kidd and The
Tin Can Sailors. No bills are pending, but
mailing this newsletter will cost about
$1,200.00.
The new dues of $20.00 will be due
from members in 2016. A copy of the
information sheet update and dues request is
attached. If you have an e-mail address (yours
or a relative’s), it will help us to reduce the
mailing costs by using e-mail instead.

Baton Rouge Reunion – A
Success!

By Nancy Bielot

This year’s reunion was held at the
Embassy Suites in Baton Rouge, LA,
September 20-24. We had a total of 30 people
in attendance for this year’s reunion. See
“Baton Rouge Attendees” on page 4. While
this was a light crowd for the reunion, that
didn’t stop the group from having a great time.
Three optional tours were planned for
the group. The first tour was the Cajun Pride
Swamp Tour and the National WWII Museum
in New Orleans.

20 people participated in the Cajun
Pride Swamp Tour, which was an interesting
look at life on the bayou – including our guide,
Allen, feeding jumbo marshmallows to the
alligators! Our guide also let folks in the group
hold a live 6 year old alligator (its jaw was
taped shut).

The National WWII Museum is the
nation’s official WWII museum, and it’s pretty
huge. (Plus it is affiliated with the Smithsonian
Institution.) We had lunch at the Museum, and
then the group experienced a 4D movie,
“Beyond All Boundaries,” narrated by Tom
Hanks in the Solomon Victory Theater. (Tom
Hanks was also the executive producer of the
movie.) This movie is shown exclusively at the
Solomon Victory Theater. Stories from actual
WWII participants are brought to live in this
movie. After the movie, the group had time on
your own to experience the different sections of
the museum. The museum consists of the
Louisiana Memorial Pavilion (featuring exhibits
about D-Day); the Solomon Victory Theater
Complex; Campaigns of Courage: European
and Pacific Theaters (complete with a 360degree display showing visitors an impressive
timeline); the US Freedom Pavilion: The
Boeing Center (containing WWII airplanes,
tanks, and trucks); and the John E. Kushner
Restoration Pavilion (which includes a Higgins
PT-305 boat which is being restored).
The second tour took the group to the
LSU Rural Life Museum and the Nottoway
Plantation, and 22 people went on this tour.

The LSU Rural Life Plantation is a
recreation of an 1800s plantation which is
dedicated to the preservation and exhibition of
materials of the culture of 18th and 19th century
rural Louisiana. The museum contains 32
buildings which are spread over 25 acres. The
group was split into two, and each group had
their own docents to show us around the
plantation. Some of the areas we toured
included: the overseer’s cabin, slave cabins,
the sick room, the church, the graveyard, and
the blacksmith shop. (It’s interesting to note
that that the church is still used today for things
such as concerts.) The Discovery channel
used the plantation to film a movie re’ the
Underground Railroad.

The Nottoway Plantation is the South’s
largest remaining antebellum mansion. It is
located on the Great Mississippi River Road,
and has been dramatically restored back to her
days of grandeur and glory. Our period
costume guide, Allie, had only been on the job
for four months, but she brought history to life.
The rooms contain antique beds as well as
authentic furniture and accessories. The
mansion is 53,000 square feet, and was built
by John Randolph for his wife and their 11

children. (John Randolph was a sugar-cane
magnate.) It has stunning architectural design,
elaborate interiors, and it survived the Civil
War. Some of the rooms we viewed included
the white ballroom (weddings are now held in
this ballroom); the “original” man cave; the
ladies tea parlor; the sewing room; the music
room; and the dining room. Actor Denzel
Washington paid over $100 grand for an 8
course dinner in the dining room for 10 people.
He filmed the movie, “Magnificent 7,” at the
plantation.

Lastly, the 23 people took a tour of the
USS Kidd (DD661) Veterans Museum and the
Old State Capitol.
Our guide for the tour of the USS Kidd,
Buck, was extremely knowledgeable about the
Kidd. Once on board we were able to view
things such as the galley, the officers’ mess
room, the Chief Petty Officer’s mess and
quarters, radio central and the chartroom. The
Kidd is a 2,050-ton Fletcher class destroyer; it
was the backbone of the U.S. destroyer fore in
WWII. The Kidd has been authentically
restored, and is painted in wartime camouflage
paint, which was used for the invasion of
Japan. The Kidd served in WWII, the Korean
War, and the Cold War. It is recognized as a
National Historic Landmark. Our annual
Memorial Service for our departed members
was held on board the Kidd. See “In
Memoriam” on page 4. Our preacher for the
service was Jack Keep, and Deborah Redman
rang the bell for the departed members.
Next stop was the Old State Capitol,
which was built in 1847. It was burned by the
Union Army, then repaired in 1882; it was the
State Capitol until 1932. It’s a gorgeous Gothic
revival castle that has been restored. There

was also free time for lunch, and free time
downtown as part of the tour.

Our farewell banquet was held at the
Embassy Suites, and entertainment was
provided by The Cajun Experience: Ann
Vidrine, a 3rd generation Cajun fiddler. Ann
learned how to play the guitar when she was 8
years old, and learned the fiddle in the ways of
her grandfather and her uncle. She has
appeared on “Good Morning America” and
played on stage with Doug Kershaw. It is
interesting to note that her fiddle had
rattlesnake rattles (from Ebay!) in it to amplify
the sound. Among other songs, Ann played the
#3 Louisiana state song: “Please Don’t Take
My Sunshine Away.” At the end of the
entertainment, which consisted of music,
comedy, and some general info, Ann also sold
her “Cajun Recipes (& a few fold remedies)”
booklet to anyone who was interested. Did you
know the teddy bear has its roots in Louisiana?
The bear is the state animal. Zydeco means
snapped beans! Ann also held a raffle for those
in attendance, and the winners were: Deborah
Redman (state gemstone); Mickey Shivers
(bee journal); Peter Panza (Cajun flag); Bill
Kenney (sock of change); Dennis Holt (teddy
bear); John Yeater (recipes); Tony Opperman
(collage checkbook cover); and Michael Urato
(copy of Anne’s CD, “Cajun Ways”).
Richard Delph and his wife made a
$100 donation, so there were 10 $10 winners
in the raffle. Approximately 3-4 people turned
their winnings over to the DESRON30
association (thank you!).
To generate interest in the reunion, the
door prize was reimbursement of one night’s
stay at the Embassy Suites; the winner was Ed
Thornton.

Winners in the 50/50 raffle were
Deborah Redman and Angelo Urato. Other
raffle prizes included various men’s’ and ladies’
gifts.
Angelo Urato will send hats to the USS
Kidd for their display.
The ladies’ gift was an anchor necklace
and tote bag; the men’s’ gift was a pin with an
American flag and a Navy flag.
Michael Urate provided an update re’
next year’s reunion. See “Catskills, Here We
Come!” on page 6.
All in all, those who attended had a
great time, and we look forward to seeing YOU
at our next reunion!

In Memoriam

By Dennis Holt & Dick Myers

The following were honored during the
memorial service held aboard the USS Kidd.
LAST
NAME
Broglia
Burdick
Burger
Klinger
Redman
Slusher
Wagner
Kenney

FIRST
NAME
MIDDLE
USS Cotten
Italio
Angelo
David
G.
Harry
L.
Mason
C.
Eugene
G.
Carl
F.
Arthur
J.

RANK
S2c

BT3
FC3
SO2
Wife of YN3
Bill

Lois
USS Gatling
Foss
Robert
Cox
Johnson
Theodore
R.
LT
Keene
Charles
R.
LCDR
Lambertino Theodore
J.
EM3
Sampson
Robert
FT2
Sugg
Robert
BTFN
IO Bay Accident (USS Gatling)
Barton
Marion
L.
SN
Gesualdi
Anthony
MMFN
Gundersen
John
D.
COX
La Point
Gerald
W.
DK3
Towery
Johnny
B.
SA
Tesch
Walter J.
S1 (GM)
Wright
George
E.
SA
Wright
Thomas
R.
BMG3

After the reunion we learned of the
passing of:

 Garrett J. Adema on 8/7/15
 Donald G. Lamont on 12/20/15
Our sympathy goes out to the families of all
deceased members of the DESRON30
Reunion Association.

Baton Rouge Attendees
LAST NAME
BIELOT
HOLT
KEEP

FIRST NAME
John & Nancy
Dennis & Faith
Jack
Bill & Mickey
KENNEY
Shivers
LEWIS
Wanda
MYERS
Richard & Betty
OPPERMAN
Tony & Shirley
PANZA
Peter W.
PRUITT
Robert & Sandy
REDMAN
Deborah
SAMSON
James & Karen
THORTON
Edward
URATO
John & Betty King
URATO
Angelo & Michael
VAN GIESON Merle & Linda
WANAMAKER Mike
Linda, Essie, &
WILLIAMS
Wanda
YEATER
John

Sunshine Corner

By Dennis Holt

SHIP
COTTEN
GATLING
GATLING

COTTEN
COTTEN
COTTEN
COTTEN
COTTEN
DALY
COTTEN
GATLING
COTTEN
COTTEN
COTTEN
DALY
DALY
COTTEN
COTTEN
By Jean Killian

If you know of any DESRON 30
member/spouse who is ill or recuperating,
please contact Jean Killian and we’ll get a card
out to them.

DESRON30 Reunion
Association Annual Meeting
Minutes
September 23, 2015
Embassy Suites, Baton Rouge, LA

By John Bielot

The meeting was called to order at 7:53
AM. Dennis led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance. There were 19 attendees and 4

wives in attendance. This is probably the
smallest group that we’ve ever had.
Dennis Holt welcomed the membership.
Dick Myers provided the Treasurer’s
Report:
 $2,900 including last year w/o counting
the reunion & some gifts
 $2,798 expenses (~$1,600 for
newsletters and ~$200 for website,
postage, etc.)
 <$1,000 cash on hand
Dick Myers attended the USS Iowa
meeting in Long Beach, CA in August. They
charge $20/year for membership. They are
also probably going to get new members as
there is going to be a new sub named the USS
Iowa. We will not be getting any significant
amount of new members. Dick believes we
should increase our dues to $20/year. We have
175 members who are current with dues, and
there are 153 who have paid in the past but are
not current with dues. Dick mailed 504
newsletters at a cost of $737. It is
recommended to add a note to the newsletter
that we need dues in order to continue our
mailings. It is also recommended to add a note
to the newsletter that e-mail addresses are
desired (to save on the cost of mailings) – if
you don’t have an e-mail address, perhaps a
family member has one and would provide you
with any information that is e-mailed.
Mike Wanamaker made a motion to
raise the dues to $20/year; this was seconded,
and the motion passed. The 2016 dues will
now be $20.
The 2016 reunion will be held in
Goshen, NY.
Old Business
A suggestion was made that if tours
require a lot of walking, it be noted in the signup sheet so that people can make an informed
decision on whether or not to sign up,
depending on the amount of walking involved.
New Business
Re’ the 2016 reunion, the hotel rates in
Goshen, NY, are $115/double and $130/suite.
There are a couple of glitches related to
transportation to and from airports. The closest
airport to Goshen, NY, is Stewart, and it can be
more expensive. Newark is the next closest
(~65 miles away from Goshen). We are trying

to arrange transportation with groups, friends,
organizations (i.e., VFW, American Legion,
etc.).
Possible tours include:
 West Point, which is <30 miles away
from Goshen.
 A tour to Manhattan to the USS Intrepid
(aircraft carrier) and visits to the 9/11
site.
 A possible river boat tour on the Hudson
River is being looked into. This would go
by the Federal Shipyard.
 A trip to two mansions in Hyde Park,
NY, (Vanderbilt and Roosevelt
Mansions) with Lunch at the Culinary
Institute of America.
 A shopping trip to Woodbury Common
Outlets with 300 stores.
 Monticello – gambling trip. Approx. 30
miles away.
 Woodstock museum trip.
 Riverboat tours run up and down the
Hudson River from Newburgh.
The dates for next year’s reunion are
Sunday, September 18, 2016, through
Thursday, September 22, 2016.
Goshen has the oldest harness
racetrack in the world. It’s now a museum.
A motion was made to hold elections for
3 Directors: Dick Myers, Dennis Holt, and Betty
Myers (Secretary). A motion was made to keep
the current Directions; it was seconded, and
the motion passed.
A member asked if we were going to be
able to send a contribution to the Tin Can
Sailors organization and to the USS Kidd,
which we’ve done in the past. Dick indicated
that with our current financial situation, this
would not be possible this year.
For the 2017 reunion, Dick had specific
input for possible locations include: San Diego,
CA; (2nd largest navy town, somewhat more
expensive than other locations), Savannah, GA
(river tour, Girl Scout headquarters, walking
city); and Kalamazoo, MI (Gilmore Motor
Museum, Air Zoo, Kellogg’s museum, Detroit is
~100 miles away).
There is a concern that as we move
reunions from the east coast to the south or
west coast we have smaller reunion

attendance as members are getting older and
are more reluctant to travel. The majority of the
members are located east of the Mississippi.
Dick asked if there were any other
nominations for locations. There were none.
A vote was taken, and the results were:
Kalamazoo = 4; San Diego = 6; Savannah = 6
(all hands raised). Savannah was the winner. A
motion was made that the 2017 reunion be
held in Savannah; it was seconded, and the
motion passed.
Each member then rose and indicated
the ship that they were on and their rank.
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 AM.

IMPORTANT!

By Dick Myers

In order to continue our mailings, it is
important that ALL members send in their
dues. Per our bylaws, widows are exempt from
paying dues.
It is also important that ALL members
that can provide an e-mail address to cut down
the cost of mailings.

Catskills, Here We Come!

By Nancy Bielot

Next year’s reunion will be held in
Goshen, NY, September 18-22, 2016. Michael
Urato provided the following details at our
farewell banquet.
Optional tours that are being looked into
include: a tour of West Point; a tour to
Manhattan (the USS Intrepid and the 9/11
Memorial Site); the Culinary Institute of
America; the Roosevelt and Vanderbilt
Mansions; a shopping trip to Woodbury
Commons (outlet mall); and possibly a river
tour down the Hackensack River where ships
were built.
The
closest
airports
are
Stewart/Newburgh (~25 miles) and Newark (~1
hour drive). There is no hotel shuttle available.
Dick Myers is going to look into the possibility
of 3rd party shuttle availability.
T-shirts will be made up for the reunion.

A block of rooms has been reserved at
the Comfort Inn in Goshen, NY.
Watch your mail and e-mail for further
details in the coming months.

2016 DUES REQUEST
AND MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATE
Make checks payable to:

DESRON 30 ASSOCIATION INC.

Please mail the completed Dues Request and payment to:

Richard Myers
428 Lockwood Terrace – Decatur, GA 30030

IF YOU ARE A WIDOW OR YOU HAVE ALREADY SUBMITTED YOUR 2016 DUES,
PLEASE DISREGARD THIS REQUEST.

PLEASE RETURN FORM WITH ANY CHANGES TO THE ROSTER.



PLEASE CHECK HERE FOR ANY
CHANGES TO THE ROSTER AND
SHOW CHANGES BELOW

Name

$20.00

Spouse

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Home Phone ______________ Cell / Alternate Phone _________________ E-mail __________________

SHIP SERVED ON AND DATES (Check one)

USS Caperton (DD-650) ___ USS Cotten (DD-669) ___ USS Daly (DD-519) ___
USS Dortch (DD-670) ___ USS Gatling (DD-671) ___

Dates Served Aboard Ship ____________________________________________________________
Rank/Rate Aboard Ship (Optional) ____________________________________________________
If you are unable or unwilling to receive the DESRON 30 mailings via email, please check here. 
Or – sign onto website at http://desron30.org and request
If you no longer wish to receive the DESRON 30 postal mailings, please check here. 

FEEL FREE TO MAKE ANY COMMENTS BELOW OR ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET
Remarks –

